Reading

Kensuke’s Kingdom

Use your diary to record the answers.



Nothing Could Save Me Quick Questions . frﬂchafe]&
MOIDUIZ0

The terrors came fast, one upon another. The 1. Which word from the text describes something that

lights of the Peggy Sue went away into the dark ‘cannot be passed or seen through'? Tick one. EM
of the night, leaving me alone in the ocean, alone [ certainty [] impenetrable :

with the certainty that they were already too far

away, that my cries for help could not possibly be [ homing [ beneath

heard. I thought then of the sharks cruising the

black water beneath me - scenting me, already 7. Itrod water, frantically searching the impenetrable

searching me out, homing in on me - and I knew darkness about me for something, anything to swim

there could be no hope. I would be eaten alive. —

Either that or I would drown slowly. Nothing
could save me. What does the word “frantically’ tell us about how the

character feels in the following sentence?
I trod water, frantically searching the

impenetrable darkness about me for

something, anything to swim

towards. There was nothing.

3. What two things does the narrator believe will happen to him?

-

-

. LN _- 4. Explain what you think the narrator will do next.




Kensuke's Kingdom -

Extrect frem Chopber 3 of "Kemiaks's KEsngdom” by Michasl Morpumo,
ald from the vinwpsent of Mocharl, the masm chometes in B sbang.

Januaory 1, 1959
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Questions - . michael «
MOTPLEZO
1. When did Michael find out that his family were stopping in Cape Y >
Town? Tick one. W

ffrica agoin! Cape Town. Table Mountain. And this time we're
not just sailing by - we're going to put in there. They told me this
evening. They didn't want ta tell me befare in cose we couldn’t affard
it, but vwe can. We're going to stay for o couple of weeks, maybe
mare. We're going ta see elephants and lions in the wild. T can't
believe it I don't think they can either. When they told me, they were
like a couple of kids, all lawughing and happy. They were never like
this ot home. Theze doys they really smile at each other.

O a couple of wecks ago
QO before they left home
Q© this evening
O three doys ago
2. What are Michael's family eating for supper on January 1? Tick one.
QO saordines

Mum's getting stomach cramps. Dod wants her to see o docbar in o boked beans
Cape Town, but she won't. I reckon it's the baked beans. The good O 3h¢ufi5h
news it the baked beans hove at lost run cut. The bad news is we QO piza

hod sardines for supper. Eceyuk! '

3. Draw four lines and match each word from the text with its

Februarmy 7 d
correct meaning.

We're hwndreds of miles out in the Indion Ocean, and then this hoppens. Stello hardly ewer
comes up on deck unbess it's flag colme. I don't knows why she came pp. T don't kBrow why ‘} + mtmofmbew

she wos there. We were all busy, I suppase. Dod was brewing wp dawn in the galley, and deck nftgmoon and night time.
Mum wuas ot the wheel. I was deing one of my novigotion lessons, toking bearings with the
sextont. The Peggy Sue was pitching and relling a bit. 1 had to stendy myself. I looked wp

and I saw Stella wp ot the bow of the boat. One moment she was just stonding there, the }

Swimming using a small,
¢ thrashing oction with arms
and legs.

next she wos gane. . evening

a

We had practised the ‘man overboard”’ drill dazens af times back in the Sobent with Barnocle
Bill. Shout ond point. Keep showting. Keep pointing. Turn into the wind. Get the soils dawn An opportunity to do or

guick. Engine on. By the time Dod hod the mainsail ond the jib down, we were already : paddling J ¢ achieve something that you
fheading back toaards her. I was doing the pointing, and the shouting too. She wos poddling

need or want.
for her life in the green of o looming wowve. Dad was lenning over the side and reaching for i
her, but he didn't have his safety horness on and Mum was going mad. She woes trying o i : -
bring the boot in os close end os slow as she could, but o wave took Stello oway _r'n:lm TES chance } outside, Upw poxt Dfd :
ot the last moment. $We hod to turn and come back ogain. All the time T wos pointing and boat or ship.
shouting.

4. Which type of text is this? Tick one.
Three times we came in but sach time we passed her by, Either we were going oo fast ar she

was out of reach. She was weak by now. She was hardly poddling. She was going wnder. We O poen

hod ane lost chance. i O play

EET T J!-‘n""' o l’m'”
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Kensuke's Kingdom -

Extract frem Chepter 4 of Xensulbe's Kingdom' by
Michael Morpurge and sold from the viewpoint of
Michoel, the maina character in the story

The island looked perhaps two or three miles in length, no more. It
was shaped a bit like an efongated peanut, but longer at one end
than the other. There was a long swathe of brilliant white beach on
both sides of the island, and at the far end another hill, the slopes
steeper and more thickly wooded, but not so high as mine. With
the exception of these twin peaks the entire island seemed to be
covered with forest. So for as [ could see there was no sign of any
human life. Even then, as I stood there, that first morning, filled
with apprehension at the terrifying implications of my dreadful
situation, I remember thinking how wonderful it was, a green jewel
of an island framed in white, the sea all about it a silken shimmering
blue. Strangely, perhaps comforted somehow by the extroordinary
beauty of the place, I was not at all down-hearted. On the contrary
I felt strangely elated. I was alive. Stelia Artois was alive. We had
survived,

I sat down in the shadow of a great rock. The gibbons set up a renewed chorus of howling
and hooting in the forest, and a flock of roucous birds clattered up out of the canopy of the
trees below us and flew off across the island to settle in the trees on the hillside opposite.

"We'll be all right,” T told Stella. ‘"Mum and Dad, they'll come back for us. They're bound to.
They will. They will. Mum’ll get better and they'll come back. She won't leave us here. She'll
find us, you'll see. All we've got to do is keep a look out for them - and stay alive. Water,
we'll need water. But so do those monkeys, right? We've just got to find it, that's all. And
there must be food too - fruit or nuts, something. Whatever it is that they eat, we'll eat”

It helped to speak my thoughts out
loud to Stella, helped to calm the
panic that came over me now in
waves. More than anything, it was
Stella’s companionship that helped
me through those first hours on
the island.

Kensuke's Kingdom

Extract fram Chopter & of Kimsuke's Kingdem By

Mechoel Marpurgs and g=dd from the verspaing of

Mechnel, the mass characke: in B ibang.

It seemed to make sense not to plunge at once into the forest looking
for water - ta be honest I was too frightensd anyway - but rather
ta explore the shoreline first. 1 might come across a stream or river
flowing out into the sea and, with a bit of luck, on the woy I might
well find something 1 could eat as well.

I set off in good spirits, leaping down the scree like o mouwntain goat.
Where monkeys lived, | rensoned, we could live. T kept telling myself
that. I soon discovered that the trock down through the trees was
bereft af all edible vegetation. I did see fruit of sorts, whot looked to
me like fruit, anyway. There were coconuts up there too, but the trees
were all impossible to climb. Some rose a hundred feet, some two
hundred feet from the forest floar - I had never seen such gicnt trees.

At least the intertwining canopy did provide welcome relief from

the heat of the doy. All the same, I was becoming desperately parched
now, and so wos Stello. She padded alongside me all the way, her tongue
hanging. She kept giving me boleful looks whenever our eyes met. There
was no comfort I could give her.

We found our bench once ogain and =t off round the island, keeping
wherever possible to the edge of the forest, to the shade. Still we found no
stream. Again, [ sow plenty of fruit, but always too high, ond the trees
were alwoys too smooth, too sheer to climb. I found plenty of coconuts
on the grownd, but absvoys crocked open end empty inside.




QHEEt i_n neg

1. Underline ome word from the quatation below thot suggests thot
Michae feels happy about having stayed alive.

Q“Esti_nns e

7. Look ot the paragraph beginning We found our beach
ORCE Ogmin...

What does thi tell bout the island?
H'Wﬂ:m:ﬂﬂﬂﬂm-m-ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂtﬂm'QIfﬂtm o this parngraph ke s

plated [ wor alive Sfelln Artoics was alive. We hod swrvived.

2. Look ot the porograph beginning "We'll be all right,” I told Stella.
What does Michael tell 5tello thot they need to do? Tick two.
0 look out for Mum and Dad
(0 speak to each ather

(O sit in a shadow
(O stoy alive

8. Exploin how you think Michoel might be feeling at the end of this
2

¥ Fill in the missng words.

I might come across o ar river flowing out
into the sea and, with a bit of luck, on the way I might well find
I could eat as well.

4. Give an exomple of an item growing on the island.

5. What provided Michael ond Stefla with relief from the heat of the doy?

. ALl the same, | was becoming desperately porched now, and so wos Stella.
Exploin what you think the word "parched’ means using the text to help yow.




QuEStiﬂﬂﬁn .............. .. ) Il_'l?l']_'i_ I '*_‘]_.1‘._ . -
1. Draw four lines and match each word from the text with its mp.mg? quEStlnns

correct meaning. H E E g 6. How would you describe the change in Michoel's feelings as time goes
on? Exploin your answer.

the edge of o

clongated } body af water

unuswxlly long
|'I.'.'.|'I|l|'|!-ﬂg' } * and thin

the top loyer of leaves 7. How con you tell thot Stelln was both loyal to and reliant on
canopy } & and branches on trees Michae?
in o forest
; shrieking or calling

shareline } out loudly

2. Which ward describes haw Michael feels about being on the island? Tick one.
8. Look ot the porograph beginning We found our beach once again....

g :tmngchmt d How does this paragraph suggest that surviving on this islond would
) h:.lhl?m : be difficult but not impossible?
QO elated

3 Give two things that Michael sets out to find as he explores the isband.

# 9. Explain why Michoel might consider himself lucky to be on this island.
& What port of the island did Michoel explore first?

5. Find and copy a phrase that shows that Michael felt pasitive as he set off to find supplies.




Questions

1. Underline two adjectives in the quototion below thot suggest that
Michas# is concerned about his circumstonoes.

Fven then, as T stood there. that first morning, filled with
aparehension of the ferrifying implications of my dreadful
situation, [ remember fhinking how wonderful it wos, o green
Joewel of an islond fromed in white, the sea all ohout it o silben
shimmering blue

2. Mumber the events from 1-5 to show the arder in which they accur in
the text. The first one hos been done for yau.

[[] Michael found no food growing along the trock that he took.
D Michoel told Stella thot Mum and Dad would return.

D Both Micharl and Strllo were desperately thirsty.

[1] Michoel noticed how magnificent the islond is.

I:I & number of gibbons could be heard shricking from the forest.

3. Find end copy one word from the text that describes what Stella offered to comfort Michoel
during those first hours on the island.

&4, Why does Michael not venture deep into the forest?

5. 'What made the trees on the islond unigue to Michael compared to others he had previously
seen?

t. Look ot the first paragraph. Give three reasons why Michoel feels pasitive about his
circumstonoes.

Questinns B
7. It helped ta speak my thoughts out lend te Stella, helped ta cabm

i

Why do you think Michoel was experiencing panic’ thot come owver
him in “wowes ?

There was no comfort 1 could give her
How might Michoel be feeling at this point in the story?
Exploin your answer.

Give a summary of what happens in this extroct of text in 20 words ar fewer.

Read the last paragraph carefully from We found our beach once again...

What does the lost paragroph suggest thot Michael might do next? Give two examples of
what you predict, using evidence from the text to support wour answer.




Choose two tasks:
1. Write a 3-point paragraph about Kensuke’s Kingdom.
2. Create a biography about Michael Morpurgo.

3. Create a helpful guide for surviving on a deserted
island.



