Year 2 Living Things and Habitats 

	Expected 
	Do not need to report GD at KS2 but these are some ideas for extending children’s understanding. 

	· sorts and groups a selection of items (or photographs of items) according to whether they are living, dead or have never been alive
· describes how they know that something is alive, e.g. because it breathes, it moves, it has a heartbeat, it is warm (animals). Because it is green, the stalk is stiff (plants)
· describes how they know when something is dead, e.g. it stops breathing, it decomposes (animals). The leaves have fallen off/gone brown and crisp (plant)
· talks about why something might have died, e.g. because it was old, because it had a disease, because it had an accident
· describes a habitat as the natural place (environment) where something lives
· describes how a habitat provides for the basic needs (food, water, shelter) of the animals and plants that live there
· knows that plants and animals depend on their habitat in order to survive, e.g. for food, for spreading seeds, for shelter
· names the plants or animals that live in a particular habitat, e.g. in the school pond, in the wood
· names the plants or animals that live in a named micro-habitat, e.g. under a stone
· knows that some animals eat plants, some animals eat meat and some eat both
· recognises and names some common animals that have plants as their food source, e.g. cows, sheep, horses
· recognises and names some common animals that have animals as their food source, e.g. a cat, an insect eating bird
· recognises and names some common animals that have both plants and animals as their food source, e.g. humans
· explains what a simple food chain is
· knows that a food chain always starts with a plant
· knows that the arrow in a food chain means ‘is eaten by’
· places plants and animals in the correct order to make a food chain, e.g. rose bush, greenfly, bird OR grass, rabbit, fox
	· explains the typical characteristics of something that is living, something that is dead or something that has never been alive
· is aware that living things have life processes and can name some of these
· names some of the characteristics of an animal that help it to live in a particular habitat, e.g. a duck with webbed feet and a bill and waterproof feathers lives on the river and river bank
· describes what a particular animal or plant needs to survive and links this to the habitat where the animal or plant lives, e.g. lavender and rosemary are plants that grow well in full sunlight
· knows that plants and animals depend on their habitat in order to survive and gives examples
· identifies a more diverse range of plants and animals and knows what  their habitat is like
· uses the terms herbivore, carnivore and omnivore confidently
· explains (in simple terms) why a food chain always starts with a plant
· creates more complex food chains 
· knows that the arrow in a food chain means ‘gives energy to’



	Enquiry Opportunities 

	These are suggestions for enquiry activities. 
Please ensure that you are covering all types over the year. Focus on one scientific skill per enquiry. 
Children do not need to write up each stage of the investigation. Focus on just the skill being taught. 

	Year 2 Working Scientifically Statements From Insights

	
	· Uses simple equipment to observe closely including changes over time.  
· Uses observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions, noticing similarities, differences and patterns. 
· Identifies, classifies and  groups items related to their science learning. 
· Performs simple comparative tests. 
· Gathers and records data to help in answering questions including from secondary sources of information. 

	Identifying and Classifying 
	Comparative Testing 
	Fair Testing 
	Pattern Seeking 
	Research 
	Observation Over Time 

	Find things that are living/dead/things that have never been alive.
Classify things found in the environment using own criteria leading to living, dead, never been alive.
Classify minibeasts found in the environment based on physical structure.
Classify plants found in the environment.
How would you group these plants and animals based on what habitat you would find them in?
	Do amphibians have more in common with reptiles or fish?
Is there the same level of light in the evergreen wood compared with the deciduous wood?
	
	Children generate questions for investigation. E.g.
Are there more daisies in the meadow or field?
Where do you see more ivy?
Where do you see more butterflies?
Where do snails live?
What conditions do woodlice prefer to live in?
Which habitat do worms prefer – where can we find the most worms?
	Use secondary sources to name plants, animals seen in local environment.
Research what animals they have first-hand experience of eat.

How does a cactus survive in a desert with no water?
How does the habitat of the Arctic compare with the habitat of the rainforest?
	Explore animals in micro-habitats throughout the year (under rocks, logs, bushes and long grass)
Explore plants in micro-habitats throughout the year. 
What ideas did botanist Arthur Tansley have about habitats in 1935?
How have these ideas changed? 



	Prior Knowledge 
	Previous Lesson Topics

	· Comments and questions about the place they live or the natural world. 
· Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. 
· Can talk about things they have observed such as plants and animals. 
· Notices features of objects in their environment. 
· Comments and asks questions about their familiar world.





	n/a

	
	Year 2 National Curriculum Statements 
	Future Learning 


	
	· explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive 
· identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
· identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats
· describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food
	In Year 4 pupils will be taught to:
· Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways
· Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment
· Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things

In Year 5 pupils will be taught to:
· To describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. 
· Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals. 

In Year 6 pupils will be taught to:
· To describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals. Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Year 2 Insight Statements 
	

	
	· explores and compares the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive 
· identifies that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
· describes how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food 
· identifies and names a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats
	

	Common Misconceptions 
	Competitions  
	Scientists 
	Books 

	Some children may think:
· an animal’s habitat is like its ‘home’
· plants and seeds are not alive as they cannot be seen to move
· fire is living
· arrows in a food chain mean ‘eats’.
	Great Bug Hunt 
https://www.insectweek.co.uk/news/great-bug-hunt-2020-winners 
Insect Week Photography Competition 
https://www.insectweek.co.uk/photography 
DSWF Forest Land and Sea Competition 
https://davidshepherd.org/events/enter-global-canvas-2022/ 
	Required:
Dr Alexandra Harmon Threatt - Entomologist and bee expert

Suggested: 
Terry Nutkins - TV Presenter)
Liz Bonnin - Conservationist
Evelyn Cheesman - Entomologist and curator of insects
Rachel Carson - Marine Pollution
	The Gruffalo (Julia Donaldson)

Meerkat Mail (Emily Gravett)

No Place Like Home (Jonathon Emmett)

	Vocabulary 
	School Resources 
	Cross-curricular Links 

	Year 2: 
living, dead, never been alive, move, grow, feed, have offspring/ young/ babies, pond, woodland, meadow, seashore, rainforest, habitat, micro-habitat, damp/ wet/ dry, dark/ light, hot/ warm/ cool/ cold, comparatives e.g. hotter, suited/ suitable, needs, depend, food, food chain, shelter
Adults Use Language: life process, reproduce, conditions, sources of food

	
	· Ask and answer questions by counting the number of objects in a category (number of flowering plants in a garden, number of flying insects in an environment, etc.) and sorting the categories by quantity.
· Use a Venn Diagram to sort living and non-living and to use the results of sorting to discuss the difference between dead and never lived. 
·  Use classification keys to sort living things from top to bottom so that they understand how they are structured.

	
	Outdoor Learning and Resources 
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