Living conditions – Similarities and differences.
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Wealthy homes became more comfortable.
Furniture was usually made of oak and was huge, heavy and expected to
last for generations. Rich Tudors were fond of gardens.

The rich slept on feather mattresses in four-poster beds, hung with
curtains to reduce draughts. Bees wax candles lit the rooms and the:
walls were lined with oak panelling to keep out draughts, or hung with
tapestries. Wallpaper arrived in Europe from China in the 1500s and
became popular. Carpets were a luxury, too expensive to put on the:
floor and, instead, were hung on the walls or over tables. People
covered the floors with rushes or reeds, strewn with sweet smelling
herbs. Rich gardens had mazes, fountains and topiary (hedges cut into
shapes).
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In poor homes, living conditions could be very harsh and
uncomfortable.

Smoke escaped through a hole in the thatched roof. Floors were of hard
earth and furniture was very basic: benches, stools, a table and wooden
chests. They slept on mattresses stuffed with straw or thistledown.

The poor used tallow candles or rushes dipped in animal fat to light their
homes. They used their gardens to grow vegetables and herbs.
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Most people lived and died in the same village
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