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OF THE CHILD

Welcome back !

We hope you had a relaxing half term.

We are in the process of revamping the website so the site is frozen at the
moment. We will keep you updated. Don’t forget to download the piota app.

Parent Council—the meeting was on Tuesday and it was good to see a new PROTECTION
face. We looked at the schools new journey as a Rights and Respecting Lol

school. This week in school the children had been looking at Article 3—the
best interest of the child. The parent council asked if we could write on the
newsletter the main article for the following week so that you are all aware. As , ,
we are wearing it Red on Friday for Remembrance day the article will be & o
Article 38 protection in war. The Remembrance unities people of all faiths,

cultures and backgrounds in honouring those who defend our democratic @ Happy
freedom and way of life. The UK has a long tradition of marking Armistice Day, W o
calling to mind the moment when fighting ceased at the end of the First World

War, at 11am on the 11th November. :

May the festival of lights bri

The council also asked how the school felt the Parent Code of Conduct was happiness and s
working and we had a discussion around that.
The next meeting will be Tuesday 14th January 2025 @ 9am.

School Council Meeting
The children had their first official meeting of the half term. Here is some of the
information that they wanted to share:

Friday 8th November—Non-Uniform , Wear it Red. The School Council and
Captains met this week and there will be donation buckets in the playground
on Friday and we have some Poppy merchandise on sale in the offices.

Book Fairs—they will be coming next week on North and the week after on
south . The children recommended bringing between £7 and £10
for a book.

Children In Need—Friday 15th November—another Non-uniform
day with donations welcome. The children want others to dress {
up as people who help us ( they said doctors, firefighters, police,
parents) or wear yellow. Again, there is some merchandise on
sale in the school office. Pens, wristbands and Pudsey pins, £1
each.

Thank you to the PTA for helping with the Spooky Disco. We
don’t have the final figure but it looks as if we raised in the
region of £800 for the playground equipment funds. There will be
a meeting hopefully next Friday 8th at 9am on the North site.

The deadline for applying for a year 7 place in September 2025 was
yesterday. If you are having difficulties please let the office know. | helped 2
parents today complete the forms.

We have a lot of sickness going around. Please make sure you call the
absence line or log on the app any sickness absence.

Happy.Riwali

Katieldennings

Head Teacher



You may have heard of
a website set up by
parents for the safety
of children with smart
phones. Here is the link
and a little bit of
information. It maybe
something the Parent
Council looks into.

Smartphone Free Child-
hood

In February 2024, friends
Daisy and Clare set up a

WhatsApp group to support
each other in the decision
to hold off on buying their
kids smartphones. To their
amazement, within 24
hours, thousands of other
parents had joined the
group after an Instagram
post by Daisy about it went
viral.

The initial group quickly
maxed out at 1000
members, so they
encouraged people to set
up local groups to build the
conversation in their areas.
Within hours over 60
Smartphone Free Childhood
WhatsApp groups had
launched the length and
breadth of Britain, kicking
off a national conversation
about the harms of
smartphones for children.

SPECIAL DATES IN NOVEMBER

November
4th Swan & Sparrow swimming for 2 weeks
Steel Pan Band workshops
5th Year 6 Trip @ HMS Belfast
Reception 2025 Open day North site
6th Reception 2025 Open day South site
7th —13th Book Fair North
Kingfisher trip London Archives linked to Great fire of London
Phonics workshop South
Parents Evening
8th Blackbird Class Assembly
Wear it Red for Remembrance (Non Uniform)
PTA meeting 9am North site
11th Anti Bullying Week
Kestrel trip London Archives
13th Kittiwake trip London Archives
Reception Autumn walk trip to St James Park
Reception & year 6 Height and Weight
14th Book fair South site
Police presentation—year 5 & 6 parents in the evening

15th Children IN Need—Non uniform day—wear yellow or dress as
someone who helps us.

18th Parliament week
Skylark and Swallow swimming for 2 weeks
19th KS1 Sports hall activities selected children
22nd KS2 Sports hall activities selected children
27th Year 5 & 6 Annual Trip to The Chicken Shed Theatre
December

3rd South site Pantomime



https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C25Tt2EoVe4/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/C25Tt2EoVe4/?hl=en

Mission Grove Reception
OPEN DAYS NOVEMBER 2024
& JANUARY 2025

Rouk your vusd’s via our schuul uueLsu’re WWW. mussmngrweschnol co.uk

If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021, they will be starting reception
in primary school from September 2025.

You can start applying for a school place from 1 September 2024 when the applications open. The application
process closes on 15 January 2025 and the national offer day is 16 April 2025.

We have some open days for new parents to come and look around—book a visit here.

Phonics Workshops for Reception & Year 1 Parents —
7th, 14th, 21st November 9am South Site

In the Autumn term we run phonics workshops for parents and carers to find out more about the
teaching of Phonics at Mission Grove. The workshop outlines what phonics is, how it helps your
child with their early reading and writing and provides a range of ideas for activities and resources
you can use to support your child at home. While this workshop is aimed at Reception & Year 1
parents and carers, we welcome anyone who would like to come along to learn a bit more about
Phonics and how you can support your child in their early reading and writing.

Please see below links to our Phonics pages, where you can find out more about how we teach
Phonics at Mission Grove and some resources that you might find useful for supporting your child
at home.

https://www.missiongroveschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics+%2D+Read+Write+Inc&pid=2595



https://www.missiongroveschool.co.uk/page/?title=Phonics+%2D+Read+Write+Inc&pid=2595
https://www.missiongroveschool.co.uk/page/?title=Reception+2025+Open+Days&pid=4949

Hw eople

P SUSE cc«swmw.i
1ku,, Lied 1w S
OLps m,.J w0

whes oF Fors

At Vol

g ks

|
h
To met  4and- P
wav wha Wﬁlﬂfk
io vt o\ 2ok
PV

hinssd
,Joll}
.,:vf rﬂ wd

How rﬁm’

o wazd MW
o it To goan | T W el
Hounke/S J kuj(/ B el
mn‘:uo% ,,[:;Le,:‘ L/'a(' .Pmn ek gl
oV 3

C
i T il #o o
s ok | oY A, o presy
e [ /) \"‘6‘ M;;,/ voogs bt “"/"J oL we |rare:

Mﬂy/’al %Vw}x
5
“"‘“‘7’”’ plmv mﬁw}

Some amazing year 3 Home projects—excellent
job everyone!
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MOVEMBER

This year Mr Lester, Mr Redding and Mr Connor are taking part in Movember and trying to grow some embarrassing mustaches to help raise funds and
awareness for all the dads, brothers, sons and friends in everyone's lives. Any donation would be amazing, thank you!

Just a small selection of photos
from this week .



At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

[ 2.a]

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nc!ionclcollege.com.

What/ Parents &Educators Need to Know about

RINITE

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

ALWAYS ONLINE

There's no single-player offline mode in

Fortnite: it can only be played online. Internet
access can sometimes be an issue when you're
out and about (both in terms of connectivity and
using up data), so you may find that dedicated
young Fortnite players are often less
enthusiastic about trips away - such as days
out and holidays - than you might expect.
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IN-GAME COSTS

Fortnite is free to download and play, but it does
offer various additional purchases - cosmetic
‘skins’, music tracks and LEGO items — which
don't really impact on gameplay but can cost a
significant amount. These items are bought with
in-game V-Bucks - d
completing the Battle Pass (which also costs
V-Bucks) and can also be purchased from the
game'’s store for real money.
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POP CULTURE v
REFERENCES » &

Part of Fortnite’s appeal is its ongolng

with other pop
ranging from movies and TV shows like Family
Guy and Avatar: The I.ust Airbender to comic
book ch to other
games such as Street Flghmr This means you
could have children asking questions about the
monster from Alien or Geralt from The Witcher a
little sooner than you otherwise might have.

Fortnite was launched back in 2017, but it remains massively popular — with more than 650 million
active players. That's partially due to the competitive nature of its player-vs-player combat, its pop
culture crossovers and its constantly shifting map. Significant updates are rolled out with each new

version of the game - known as ‘chapters’ — and within these sit shorter ‘seasons’.
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CROSSPLAY AND  _(Derss
PARTY CHAT

Fortnite is popular with many gamers of various
ages. ‘Crossplay’ lets friends play with each
other, regardless of whether they're on an Xbox,
Playstation, Nintendo Switch or PC — while the
‘party chat’ feature allows them to talk to each
other during the game. This can, however, put
youngsters atrisk of hearing inappropriate
language from older players in the heat of
virtual combat.

VIRTUAL VIOLENCE Q

At its core, there’s no avoiding that Fortnite is
about shooting other players to eliminate them
from the contest. That said, there’s no blood or
gore. The violence is rendered in a cartoonish
style, and there are frequent comical touches to
lighten the mood, such as fishing mini-games
and dancing emotes. Machine guns, shotguns
and other weapons often look and behave
realistically, however, so discretion is advised.
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FREQUENT UPDATES =

The game’s developers release content in ~
‘seasons’ that usually run for around ten weeks.
Each fresh update sees items added to the
in-game store, changes to the environment's
map and a different over-arching theme (such
as ‘medieval’, ‘pirates’ or ‘party’). These regular
renewals help to hold players’ interest - but also
give young gamers plenty of reasons to keep

e

MATCH GAMING TIMES

coming back.

' SET SPENDING LIMITS [

<% [USE UPDATES AS REWARDS 0 )

)
Younger players tend to play Fortnite with N Fortnlte s rotating store is a not-so-subtle
their friends. With that in mind, it could be for g players into buying sought—after
_ worth speaking to the parents and carers of a items before they di for weeks or This f
. child’s social group and coordinating their gaming | could Iead to surprise transactlons on bank cards if
around certain times of day. Safety in numbers is intoani h Parents
obviously a factor here, but it will also help children 1eel could cons!der gettinga prepald card for the chlld or
that they're getting adequate opportunities to soci that p q adult hori: This
ﬂ with their friends online. can bodono gl ingsona or p
gs in the Epic upp onPC. 4

BE WARY OF SCAMS

Fortnite’s seasonal updates are free, but each also
brings the option of a ‘battle pass’, unlocking exclusive
rewards for playing the game and completing set
challenges. The passes cost around £8 and are also
available as part of larger bundles. The purchase of
passes can be an effective reward to young Fortnite fans
for good behaviour or academic performance, or as an
incentive for completing chores like tidying their room.

ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

The immense popularity of Fortnite with younger audlances thut are generally Fortnite also offers split-screen gameplay, meaning that two people can play
more trusting — means there’s no shortage of g to y obtain simultaneously on the same console or computer. This can be a good option for
and other p | data gl i like As the pers iblings or for when a child’s friends visit, but it also offers an opportunity for
polnt out on many of Fortnite's loading screens, thay never ask for a player 's account parents and carers to do something fun with their child, while also making sure they’ re
. password outside of the game: make sure any young player knows this. playing the game safely. Who knows? You might even teach them a thing or two!

S\ N ‘ '
Meet Our Expert The

Lloyd Coombes is Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon and .
has worked in the gaming media for around four years. A long-time NthonCﬂ
J
College

gamer, he is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety.
Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been published
on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar.

:

X @wake_up_weds @wake.up.wednesday

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Release date: 12.04.2023 Last reviewed: 30.10.2024

n /wuw.thenationalcollege d‘ @wake.up.weds




WALTHAM
FOREST
- ADULT

LEARNING

"\ SERVICE

Help your child grow and thrive!

Family Learning

Our family learning programme delivers a variety of courses, workshops and events both in person,
online and at different venues in Waltham Forest - courses and workshops are free for families.

List of upcoming courses / workshops

Course Code Course Title Venue Date Time Day

FAQ291C5 Improve your Digital skills for | Queens Road Learning 06.11.2024 - 10:00 - Wednesday
Parents Centre 4.12.2024 12:00 pm

FAQ255C4 Calm Parents, Calm Children - | ONLINE 07.11.2024 - 7:30-9:30 | Thursday
Parenting 05.12.2024 pm

FAQ300FL Create a Seasonal Wreath - Walthamstow library 05.11.2024 12:30- Saturday
Families learning togsther 2:30pm

FAQ146C3 A Parent’s Guide to Queens Road Learning 13.11.2024 1:00 pm- Wednesday
Understanding Phonics KS1 Centre 2:30pm

FAQ382F1 Sewing & Textile Crafts: A Queens Road Family Hub | 13.11.2024 - 10:00- Wednesday
Beginner's Course for Parents 11.12.2024 12:00pm

FAQ2399F1 Decorating Festive Iced Community Farm 30.11.2024 2:00pm - Saturday
biscuits Kitchen, E11 3NH 3:00pm

FAQ185C4 Create a Festive Christmas Lez Bridge Road Library | 07.12.2024 - 12:30- Saturday
Tree Decoration 07.11.2024 2:30pm

Enrol now through our website - www.|bwfadultlearning.co.uk

For more information email adult.learning@walthamforest.gov.uk

Waltham Forest




FREE Family Learning Courses and workshops 2024/25

AFTER 5CHOOL CLUBS — 90 minute workshops for families
Availability: weekdays from 3pm

*  Family cookery workshops (pizzas or energy balls)

*  Family craft workshops (making board games or origami)

PAREMTIMG SEILLS — 2 hour classes x 5 weeks for parents
Availability: Mon, Tues, Weds or Thurs between 09:30 and 14:30

*  Calm Parents, Calm Children
*  Raising Resilient and Confident Children

SUPPORTING ¥OUR CHILD'S LEARMING — 2 hour classes x 5 weeks for parents
Availability: Mon, Tues, Weds or Thurs between 09:30 and 14:30

*  kKeeping up with the children in Maths or English

*  Everyday English for Parents (ESOL)

*  Understanding Coding

*  Mavigating the world of prepaid cards and debit cards for children

LIFE SKILLS & WELLBEING — 2 hour workshops for parents

Availability: Man, Tues or Weds between 09:30 and 14:30

»  [E-Safety

*  Making the most of Al and Chat GPT

*  Budgeting/3aving Money on Your Food Shopping

*  Seed sowing, plant propagation or vegetable growing (Thurs oniy)

DIGITAL SKILLS COURSES — 2 hour classes x 5 weeks for parents
Availability: Mon, Tues or Weds between 059:30 and 14:30

*  Microsoft Word

*  Microsoft Excel

*  Lsing Canva to produce posters, videos and social media content

CAREER BASED WORKSHOPS — 2 hour workshops for parents

Availability: Mon, Tues, Weds or Thurs between 09:30 and 14:30
*  Exploring a career in Customer Service
*  Working with Food and Food Safety

Waltham Forest www walthamforest. gov.uk/adult-learning

amber.derosa@walthamiforest Uk
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Help your child grow and thrive!

Family Learning

Our family learning programme delivers a variety of courses, workshops and events both in person,
online and at different venues in Waltham Forest - courses and workshops are free for families.

List of upcoming courses / workshops

Course code | Course Title Venue Date Time Day
FAD382F1 Sewing and Queens Road 13.11.2024 | 10-12pm Wednesday
textile crafts, Family Hub -
beginners Queens Road E17 | 11.12.2024
course for
parents

Join us for a fun and engaging beginners course designed specifically for parents looking to dive info
the world of sewing and textile crafts! Whether you're eager to create unique clothing for your little
ones, make personalised gifts or simply explore & new hobby, this course offers the perfect starting
point. Learn the basics of sewing techniques, fabric selection, and essential tools in & supportive
environment. Each session includes hands on projects that will boost your confidence and ignite your
creatfivity. Connect with fellow parents, share ideas, and leave with beautiful creations that you can
cherish or gift. No prior experience necessary—just bring your enthusigsm and let's get crafting!

Enrol now through our website - www.lbwfadultlearning.co.uk

For more information email adult.learning@walthamforest.gov.uk

If you have any questions regarding family learning activities, please contact

cherie.cowan-smith@walthamforest. gov.uk Curriculum Manager Family Learning

!!

Waltham Forest
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LAST YEAR YOUR SUPPORT HELPED DONATE

£5.3M IN FREE BOOKS TO SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE



MIA'S

BRAVE MOVE
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From England footballer
Marcus Rashford!

[\‘15 new journal
with stories,
doodle Lips, ;
makes and ) e
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£3.99 /\N£8.99 5 £7.99

The girs+ graphic novel
grom David Walliams!

EVERY BOOK YOU BUY EARNS FREE BOOKS FOR OUR SCHOOL
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Payment at our Book Fair HELP EARN EREE BOOKS

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books Scholastic is one of the lorgest providers of free books to

You may pay by card at the Fair via cord reader machines if schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
your school has one of by using the online payment link at as many children as possible have access to books that
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.ul/pay and simply selecting support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
your school from the drop down menu. Book Fair, you help to make a difference by supporting
Pre-paid gift vouchers are available in ES, E10, £15, £20 and tasncy in yotr childfs setting. Laxt yaar, with your heip, we

£25. Go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers to Q:TEhmrf_:‘jM:“Tf_'h”' 'T“h"::hl‘ ta schools nationwide,
buy vouchers for your child befare the Fair. which stoc sehoal ibraries and classroames.

If you can't attend the Fair in person, your child can order
books via a Wish List - pleose ask your school for details. m

*Fres books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Falr Organdser or Scholastic Book Fairs for detalls.

Al boods subject to availability. Book range may vary. & Waming: Mot suitable for children under & Small parts.



